APRIL - JUNE 2021 / I S S U E 5 FY 2020/2021

ODPP

NEWSLETTER

APRIL - JUNE 2021 / I S S U E 5 FY 2020/2021

Quarterly Newsletter for the Office of the
Director of Public Prosecutions
ODPP NEWSLETTER

1

APRIL - JUNE 2021 / I S S U E 5 FY 2020/2021

IN THIS ISSUE
I.

ENHANCING SAFE CYBER SPACE IN 		
UGANDA.

II.

ERRANT DEVELOPERS AND 			
BUILDERS TO FACE THE STRONG 		
ARM OF THE LAW.

III.

CAPTAIN BUMALI, A UPDF OFFICER
FOUND GUILTY OF HEINOUS 		
CRIMES OF KIDNAP, AGGRAVATED 		
ROBBERY AND MURDER.

IV.

LC I CHAIRPERSON FOUND GUILTY
OF MURDER.

V.

MISSING COURT RECORDS: A 		
PROSECUTOR’S DILEMA.

VI.

QUARTERLY ODPP/CID MEETING 		
HELD.

VII.

ODPP COMMEMORATES THE 		
INTERNATIONAL CANDLELIGHT 		
DAY.

VIII.

CHILD FRIENDLY ROOMS 			
LAUNCHED IN MBARARA, KABALE 		
AND MASAKA ODPP REGIONAL 		
OFFICES.

IX.

DPP PAYS COURTSEY CALLS TO 		
ODPP STATIONS IN KAMPALA AND 		
NAKAWA REGIONS.

X.

COVID IS BEATABLE WITH THE		
RIGHT ATTITUDE AND MINDSET

ODPP NEWSLETTER

XI.

PICTORIAL.

XII.

JOKES CORNER.

2

APRIL - JUNE 2021 / I S S U E 5 FY 2020/2021

FOREWORD
their compliance to the performance standards. I have also visited a
number of ODPP Stations around Kampala to interact with the staff.

O

Without a shadow of doubt, the entire JLOS criminal justice chain
has been affected by the pandemic because through these two
platforms, and more, I know that the COVID–19 pandemic has
not only slowed down the rate of case disposal but increased case
backlog which we as a sector have been fighting to reduce. Not only
are accused persons on remand not brought to court, but even those
on bail have jumped, while the witnesses have lost interest in their
cases or simply cannot access courts due to COVID SOPs and lack
of transport. The Presidential Directives issued on 18th June 2021,
made the situation even worse owing to the fact that the work force
was reduced from 30% to 10%. That we need to learn to work with
the new normal need not be emphasized. Now more than ever we
must do the right things and be prepared to take the right steps
beyond what we are required to do.

n my behalf, and on behalf of Top
Management, I thank God for thus far
he has brought us. We cannot take for
granted the fact that he continues to
preserve us and every moment that we are able to
breathe matters now more than ever. We are grateful
to God for our colleagues and family members
who have recovered and those
who have been preserved from
catching the deadly COVID–19.
The pessimist complains
Our top priority right now is the
health and safety of all of you and
about the wind. The
your loved ones.

It is time for us to change the sails
because we don’t not know or have
any control over how long this
challenge will remain with us. In this
regard we have to think creatively,
and be alert to all the opportunities
optimist expects it to
that are around us. We appreciate
On a very sad note, as an institution
all the staff who are able to work
change.
The
leader
adjusts
we have lost some of our colleagues
remotely and thank you for your
while some of us have lost their
the sails. – John Maxwell
loyalty and dedication. I encourage
loved ones. We commiserate with
you to stay connected with and
the people who have lost their loved ones, the check on colleagues with words of comfort and encouragement,
ones still suffering with the disease and assure you and to share the little you have with those who do not have enough.
that our thoughts and prayers are with you all. It is Everybody should be his or her brother’s keeper.
humble prayer that God will comfort the families
and continue to show us mercy and preserve us all On a lighter note we welcome our new partners NITA-U & NBRB.
under his wings.
We look forward to working with you in a bid to create a safe space
The Office of the Director of Prosecutions
(ODPP) just like all other institutions has been
unduly affected by the COVID–19 pandemic. The
pandemic has led to undue delay of delivery of
criminal justice across the Justice Law and Order
Chain. I have been privy to the inspection reports
shared with me by the Directorate of Inspections,
Quality Assurance, Research and Training, which
is mandated to inspect ODPP stations to assess
ODPP NEWSLETTER

for internet users and reduce the incidences of cybercrime.
Observe SOPs and stay safe.
Jane Frances Abodo
DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC PROSECUTIONS
FOR GOD AND MY COUNTY
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EDITOR’S NOTE
visited a number of stations in Kampala and Nakawa Regions,
ODPP launched the Child Friendly Rooms in Mbarara, Kabale
and Masaka Regions among others.
We are committed to ensuring greater visibility of the ODPP in
delivering prosecution services to the people of Uganda. Once
again we encourage you to follow us and provide feedback on our
various communication platforms and channels.

T

he year 2020 and the first half of the
year 2021 have been challenging.
However, we are grateful to GOD
who has preserved us so far and
continues to do so.
To all that have lost their loved ones, may God
strengthen you, heal and bind the broken hearted.
We are grateful for the work that God has enabled us
to accomplish despite all the pertaining challenges.
In this issue, we highlight the activities which the
institution engaged in during the fourth quarter.
Specifically, the ODPP secured convictions in
some high public interest cases, signed an MOU
with NITA–Uganda, held a meeting of the ODPP/
CID coordination, and a validation workshop for
the ODPP Plea Bargain Guidelines, the Director
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We always welcome feedback. For feedback, please contact the
Public Relations Officer through this email; jacquelyn.okui@dpp.
go.ug.
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ENHANCING SAFE CYBER SPACE IN
UGANDA; NITA–U PARTNERS WITH THE
ODPP TO CURB CYBER CRIME
BY JACQUELYN OKUI, SSA/PRO

T

he Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions
entered into a partnership with The National
Information Technology Authority – Uganda
(NITA–U) on 17th June 2021. NITA–U is an autonomous
statutory body established under the National Information
Technology Authority, Uganda Act, 2009 responsible for
regulating the Information Technology Sector in Uganda;
providing guidance and other assistance as may be required
to other users and providing Information Technology,
among other functions.
Recently the DPP established the Cybercrimes Unit of
the ODPP as a specialized Unit, in order to streamline the
investigation and prosecution of cybercrime.
This was premised on the fact that technological
advancement has seen the increase and sophistication of
criminal activities, with several crimes now being committed
through the use of the internet and ICT infrastructure,
including but not limited to money laundering crimes,
cyber harassment, among others.
In order to create a safe and resilient cyberspace and enable
citizens to safely benefit from all the opportunities that
exist online, it is important to put in place effective and
efficient mechanisms for the fight against cyber offences
or cybercrime. In this regard, the Memorandum of
Understanding which was signed is aimed at promoting
technical support, capacity building, training and
awareness in cyber laws and enhancement of cybercrime
investigations and prosecutions. The areas of collaboration
under this MoU include:
A. Increasing the level of awareness and implementation
of the cyber laws among Prosecutors;
B. Increasing the knowledge and skills of digital
investigation among Prosecutors and Investigators;
C. Increasing the skills and understanding of digital/
electronic evidence among the key players in the criminal
justice system (Prosecutors, Investigators and Judicial
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Officers) to improve the quality of litigation in
Cybercrime cases;
D. Providing technical support to the Prosecutors and
Investigators on areas including access to the National
CERT (Computer Emergency Response Team)
facilities for purposes of carrying out investigations of
cyber related offences;
E. Engaging other relevant players in the Criminal
Justice System such as the Judiciary, Police and Prison
Services, for greater collaboration in combating
Cybercrime;
F. Create avenues for joint trainings in Cybercrime
among the relevant JLOS actors such as the ODPP,
Judiciary and Police;
G. Support and liaise with the Office of the Director
of Public Prosecutions in the prosecution of offences
in relation to cybercrime, provision of IT services,
consumer protection, data protection and other IT
related matters; and
H. Establish mutual cooperation between Ministry
of Information and Communications Technology and
National Guidance (MoICT&NG), NITA–U and
the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions for
enhancing the implementation of cyber laws in Uganda.
It is envisaged that this collaboration between ODPP
and NITA–U the will boost the investigation and
prosecution of cybercrimes, crimes relating to data
protection and privacy; provision of IT services;
consumer protection and other related crimes.
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ERRANT DEVELOPERS AND BUILDERS TO
FACE THE STRONG ARM OF THE LAW: ODPP
PARTNERS WITH THE NATIONAL BUILDING
REVIEW BOARD (NBRB) TO PROSECUTE
BUILDING RELATED CRIMES
BY SAFINA BIREKE, SSA AND KWEZI ASIIMWE, SA (ODPP/BCCD)

O

n 1st June 2021,
the Office of the
Director of Public
Prosecutions
(ODPP)
entered
into a partnership with the National
Building Review Board (NBRB)
with an aim of prosecuting building
related criminal matters. Pursuant to
the said partnership, the DPP created
and launched the Building Control
Crimes Division (BCCD), headed
by an Assistant DPP, deputised by
a Chief State Attorney (CSA) and
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seconded 2 prosecutors to the NBRB, to
expeditiously handle the prosecution of
building related criminal cases.
This was against the backdrop that the NBRB
is established by Section 3 of the Building
Control Act, 2013 with an overarching
aim to ensure safe buildings for Ugandans.
NBRB therefore monitors building
developments and is required to take
appropriate action against errant developers
and other persons who contravene the Act,
Regulations and Codes thereto. NBRB is
also mandated to undertake investigations

into building related accidents such as
building collapses, fires among others.
However, ever since its establishment,
the NBRB has grappled with the
issue of deteriorating standards in the
building sector and enforcement of
the provisions of the Building Control
Act, 2013. In the recent past, fires have
been skyrocketing with more than ten
in two months. Investigations point
towards non–compliance with the
laws.”
In a bid to ensure compliance with
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the law, and strengthen its capacity
to deal with errant developers where
the non–conformity to the building
guidelines and regulations is fatal,
the NBRB sought to partner with the
ODPP which is the legally mandated
institution to institute criminal
prosecutions in Uganda.
In the past, the ODPP has delegated
its prosecution responsibility to
other agencies inter alia URA, UWA,
UNRA to carry out within their
respective mandate. However, in a
bid to regularly build its own capacity
among staff and to maintain control
over prosecutions, the ODPP has
recently taken a decision to partner
with agencies desirous of prosecuting
crimes within their specific mandate.
This partnership is in the form of
assigning prosecutors to proficiently
handle prosecution of cases related to
the mandate of those agencies hence
the launch of the BCCD.
I. In general, the Building Control
Crimes Division (BCCD) has been
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mandated to guide NBRB on the process
of investigations and prosecution
of building related cases. However,
specifically;
II. BCCD has introduced NBRB to
the concept of prosecution led/guided
investigations wherein investigations
of building related cases is at the onset
guided by a prosecutor. This is to ensure
that cases are expeditiously and properly
investigated while following the set legal
procedures. Henceforth, all new building
related cases shall be investigated under
the direct guidance of the prosecutors.
III. For cases where NBRB has already
conducted investigations and issued
technical reports in respect of the same,
BCCD has provided guidance to NBRB
on how to work with police in order
to properly constitute police files for
purposes of legitimising the cases and
carrying out systematic investigations to
allow for eventual prosecution.
IV. In that regard, BCCD is in the
process of ensuring that, where technical
investigations reports were already issued
by NBRB, cases in respect of the same
are opened at police and systematic

investigations guided by the prosecutor
commenced. Where cases were already
reported to police by NBRB, police
files have been called for by BCCD for
purposes of perusal, legal guidance and
possible prosecution.
V. Through perusal of cases, BCCD
also advises NBRB on the effectiveness of
the building related laws and areas where
amendment of the law is required so as to
effectively deter errant developers.
This partnership will consequently result
into successful prosecution of building
related cases for the ODPP and increase
awareness of the law relating to buildings
and their construction for NBRB.
Ultimately haphazard and disastrous
building construction will be curtailed.
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NO ONE IS ABOVE THE LAW; BUMALI MANGENI
A UPDF CAPTAIN FOUND GUILTY FOR HIS
INVOLVEMENT IN HEINEOUS CRIMES OF
KIDNAP, AGGRAVTAED ROBBERY AND MURDER
BY JACQUELYN OKUI, SSA/PRO

T

he long awaited judgment in the case of
Captain Bumali Mangeni & 2 others involving
the kidnap, murder, and robbery of an Eritrean
businessman was delivered on 17th May 2021
by Lady Justice Flavia Anglin Ssenoga of the
High Court Criminal Division, Kampala.
This was a matter where a UPDF Captain, working with
other accomplices kidnapped the now deceased businessman
Daniel Weldu Michael from Kololo–Kampala, and robbed
him of a Toyota Prado, $18,000, wrist watch, 2 mobile
phones, passport, money transfer forms, cheque leaf and
personal documents valued at Ug. Shs. 200,000,000 at Jinja.
The thugs then sedated him and drove him to Kenya where
they shot him dead and set his body ablaze before driving off
with his vehicle, which they sold in the DRC.
The protracted trial took over seven months having
commenced in October 2020. Jonathan Muwaganya, Chief
State Attorney in the Office of the DPP prosecuted the
matter. MacDusman Kabega (who withdrew in the middle
of the trial) and Mark Mwesigye were the defence lawyers.
Court relied on the following direct and circumstantial
evidence. Captain Bumali Mangeni and Lumu Benon were
identified with Daniel Weldu Michael shortly before the
latter disappeared. Captain Bumali Mangeni and Lumu
Benon were intercepted as they crossed back into Uganda
from Kenya. Kisitu Andrew confessed to having participated
in the commission of the of the kidnap and robbery with his
co–accused. A photo of the deceased was recovered in Lumu
Benon’s home as well as a Nokia phone in which the line used
to lure Weldu into the kidnap was placed. Lumu Benon led
the police to the scene of crime in Kenya, where the body
of the deceased had been recovered. The scene of crime was
reconstructed with Lumu’s assistance and exhibits including
a match box, projectiles and cartridges were recovered. A
watch was also recovered from Kisitu’s room which was
identified as the deceased’s.
Lumu Benon’s defence that he was compelled to participate
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in the offences was rejected by the court because he
participated in the planning meetings before the offences
were perpetrated and even after the offences were committed,
there was no indication that he in anyway disassociated
himself from the offences, when he had the opportunities
to do so. He remained in the company of Captain Bumali
and they travelled together to Arua, where the vehicle of the
deceased was disposed of. Further, when he was intercepted
at the border with Captain Bumali, he had the opportunity
to seek refuge with the police officers but did not do so.
Moreover, there was no indication that he ever reported to
any authority what had transpired.
Therefore, court found all the three accused persons; Captain
Bumali Mangeni, Lumu Benon and Kisitu Andrew guilty
of each of the three counts including kidnap with intent to
murder, murder and aggravated robbery and sentenced them
as follows;
Count 1: Kidnap with intent to murder, 50 years
imprisonment each.
Count 2: Aggravated Robbery, 30 years imprisonment each.
Count 3: Murder, 50 years imprisonment each.
The sentences are to run concurrently.
In addition, each convict is to severally and jointly pay
compensation to the tune of UGX 200,000,000/= to the
family of the deceased.
The heinous offences were committed at the climax of the
city kidnaps and robberies of 2016. The case exposed the
involvement of security officials in high level organized
crimes and the sophistication with which they are planned
and executed.
CSA Jonathan Muwaganya is applauded for the successful
prosecution of the matter.
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LC I CHAIRPERSON AND 10 OTHERS FOUND
GUILTY OF MURDER
BY NICHOLAS KAWOOYA, SA/ACD

O

n the 7th August 2019, the deceased Kamada Kimbugwe was assaulted by a group of people over a land
dispute. He was subsequently set upon the ground and cut down with a panga suffering grievous head injuries
that resulted in his demise.

The accused persons arrested and arraigned over this gruesome murder included Muyingo Ibrahim, LC1
Chairperson–Minana Galabi Mityana District, Kalumba John, Rev. Fr. Muduse Lawrence, Kulumba John Junior, Nankabirwa
Jane Kulumba, Kasule John Baptista, Kayongo Fred, Ssewakiryanga Eriyasafu, Musisi Constantino Kwiba, Mutumba
Livingstone and Magala Willy.
At trial, prosecution was led by Chief State Attorney Charles Bwiso and subsequently concluded by Ass. DPP/Head,
Department of General Case Work Margaret Nakigudde and State Attorney Lillian Nandawula.
The Trial Judge J. W Kwesiga at the close of the prosecution case found no case to answer against five of the eleven accused
persons. Thus Rev. Fr. Muduse Lawrence, Kulumba John Junior, Nankabirwa Jane Kulumba, Kasule John Baptista and Kayongo
Fred were acquitted. At the conclusion of the defence case, the trial Judge acquitted Kalumba John and Mutumba Livingstone
while finding Muyingo Ibrahim, Ssewakiryanga Eriyasafu, Musisi Constantino Kwiba and Magala Willy guilty of murder. He
held that the defence of alibi was destroyed by the strong watertight evidence of identification.
The Trial Judge when sentencing took note of the distasteful and horrific murder describing it as a well planned and executed
homicide. In qualifying it as the worst of murders, the Trial Judge sentenced the convicts to life imprisonment.
Ass. DPP Margaret Nakigudde, CSA Charles Bwiso and SA Lillian Nandawula are applauded for the successful prosecutions.

ODPP NEWSLETTER
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MISSING COURT RECORDS: A PROSECUTOR’S
DILEMMA
BY VICKY NABISENKE, A/DPP

T

he ODPP mandates the Department of
Appeals and Miscellaneous applications to
handle and prosecute criminal appeals and
miscellaneous Applications in the country
and to develop strategies for their effective
coordination and management. Allied to this central mandate
is the departmental brief to initiate appeals and miscellaneous
applications to resolve key legal issues and to seek review of
contested appellate processes in all courts.
In the course of its operations, the department has been faced
with the challenge of missing court records especially during
the process of handling appeals in the higher appellate courts.
Many a time, issues of the whole court file going missing
have come up. On other occasions, it is either a missing part
of the trial proceedings, a missing judgment or sentencing
notes that is the issue. And the intriguing bit, especially to
a Prosecutor like myself, is the fact that more often than
not, these records usually go missing in cases where there
is a conviction! And suddenly, the only basis of the appeal
is the missing court record whose absence will occasion the
appellant a miscarriage of justice.
According to Catherine S. Namakula in her article ‘The Court
Record and the Right to a Fair Trial: Botswana and Uganda’ ,
an appeal is a trial of the court record and any determination
of a court is founded on the material placed and preserved in
the record.
Now the Prosecutor’s dilemma is this. Who should bear the
brunt of this missing record? For example, in cases on appeal,
should an appellant who is questioning his conviction and
sentence be condemned to serve that sentence unheard on
appeal because of a missing record? Do his/her rights of fair
trial then end upon conviction? Is this justice? Or should he/
she be discharged regardless of the fact that a competent court
of law found him/her guilty? Should the ‘State’ that exerted
its resources and time and prosecuted the case to its logical
conclusion then be blamed for the missing record? What
about the constitutional provision that a person is presumed
innocent only up to the time of conviction when they are
proved guilty? Or does it mean that trial court decisions are
not credible unless and until they have been reviewed/re–
appraised by a higher court on appeal? Where is the victim
in all this? Will justice be equitably delivered to all? Whose
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justice, anyway? And what about the Judiciary? Who holds
it responsible for such administrative inefficiencies and
inadequacies? And in all this, is the public whose interest we
are supposed to serve, seeing justice as done?
As we continue to grapple with these questions in the course
of handling appeals and miscellaneous applications, and as
we continue to hope and believe that our courts will come
up with a more reliable mode of producing and maintaining
the court records, the ODPP as an institution has to come
up with its own means of mitigating the negative public
perception created by the lack of court records, which often
results into acquittals.
The following measures, among others, are thus proposed in
a bid to nurture and promote our own records’ efficacy;
a. Establishing and maintaining a strong and secure storage
and archives system at the different regions;
b. Every Prosecutor should endeavor to record the trial
proceedings, and attach their notes onto the PROCAM files
for future tracing and retrieval;
c. Where electronically produced court records and
judgments/rulings are available, both the hard and soft copies
of the same should be obtained from court and attached onto
the said PROCAM covers as well as put onto PROCAMIS
for possible future use and reference;
d. Developing the capacity of all ODPP stations to maintain
the electronic Prosecution Case Management Information
System (PROCAMIS) and the capacity of all ODPP staff to
utilise the system effectively;
e. For every field station where PROCAMIS is up and
running, it should be the duty of the Regional Officer or
the Resident State Attorney/Prosecutor as the case may
be, to ensure that available copies of trial proceedings and
judgments are always put onto the system for easy tracing
and use;
f. Keeping all our records under lock and key and securing
databases;
g. Lobbying for sufficient budget allocation for management
of both the manual and the electronic records systems.
……towards a crime free society……..
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QUARTERLY ODPP/CID COORDINATION
MEETING HELD
BY IRENE NAKIMBUGWE, SSA/DPRO

O

n the 29th of April 2021, the Office of
the ODPP with support from JLOS
hosted their quarterly ODPP – CID
Coordination Meeting at Hotel Africana.
The main agenda of the meeting was to
assess the role of the ODPP and the Uganda Police Force
(UPF) in managing electoral offences that emanated from
the previous elections of January 2021 which included,
the Presidential, Parliamentary and Local Government
elections. The meeting was attended by Top & Senior
Management of ODPP headed by the DPP Jane Frances
Abodo, Officers from the Criminal Investigation
Directorate (CID) headed by the AIGP Grace Akullo,
representatives from Uganda People’s Defense Forces
(UPDF) and members of Uganda Law Society (ULS).
The ODPP/CID coordination meetings are usually a
self–reflection of currently prevailing issues in society at a
given time and the engagement enables the actors to take
stock, find collective solutions and pave the way for the
upholding of the rule of law. The Assistant DPP in charge
of electoral offences in the Office of the DPP Ms. Barbara
Kawuma informed the meeting that the ODPP adequately
prepared for the election season by setting up an electoral
unit/desk to deal with the aftermath of the elections. She
stated that, by March 2021, the unit had registered and
handled approximately 350 cases.
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In his presentation, D/SSP Moses Taremwa from UPF articulated
the numerous challenges faced by the force during execution
of their mandate during the electoral process and these ranged
from lack of man power to man all the political centers to lack of
protective gear for the police officers who were usually attacked
by civilians and wrong elements while trying to maintain law
and order in a very volatile situation. The elections by and large
were marred with violence amidst the COVID–19 pandemic
and it was the duty of the security agencies to ensure that the
Government directives regarding COVID–19 were adhered to
and at the same time safeguard the people’s right to vote.
The Chief Executive Officer of ULS Mr. Moses Okwalinga noted
that as ULS, they were concerned about the selective prosecution
of the opposition members visa–vie the members of the ruling
party. ULS further noted that the media was awash with stories
and scenes of security agencies meting violence on civilians.
The meeting observed that indeed the past elections presented
numerous challenges, but the institutions pledged to work
closely with other stakeholders in promoting civic education in
order to prepare for the next elections.
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ODPP COMMEMORATES THE INTERNATIONAL
CANDLELIGHT DAY
BY IRENE NAKIMBUGWE, SSA/DPRO

T

ODPP standing ovation in commemoration of International Candlelight Day

he ODPP HIV/AIDS Prevention &
Care Committee with support from their
Patron, Deputy DPP Mr. Vincent Wagona,
organized an activity dubbed “ODPP
Standing Ovation” in honour of the ODPP
staff who are infected, affected, fallen as well as those who
have opened up about their status and are living positively
with HIV/ AIDS.
The standing ovation was in commemoration of the
International Candlelight Memorial Day that takes place
every third Sunday of May every year. This year, the
international theme for the Candlelight Memorial 2021
was ‘Keeping the Light on HIV’. This event is usually
organized by the Uganda Aids Commission (UAC) at the
President’s Office, but due to the prevailing COVID–19
pandemic, a joint celebration was discouraged and instead
substituted with individual entity commemorations.
The International Candlelight Memorial is one of the
oldest and largest grassroot mobilisation campaigns for
HIV awareness in the world. The custom started in 1983
and it’s a day when communities stand in solidarity with
those who lost their dear ones to AIDS.
The ODPP Standing Ovation was celebrated by the
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committee and some members of Top Management in the
boardroom. The committee used this opportunity to brief the
DPP about the Global Fund Project that is supporting the HIV/
AIDS activities in the ODPP and one of the beneficiaries of
the committee also shared their testimony. Top Management
acknowledged the effort made by all committee members in
ensuring that we have an HIV stigma–free workplace. They
pledged their continuous support to the committee.
The event was attended by Ms. Sarah Nakku Kibuuka, the
UNAIDS Community Mobilisation & Networking Advisor
who spoke to the staff about HIV/AIDS related issues at the
workplace and what mechanisms are in place to bridge the
gaps. Ms. Nakku Kibuuka commended the Office of the DPP
for their efforts in ensuring that issues related to HIV/AIDS are
accorded due attention by the institution. She pledged support
and cooperation from UNAIDS.
Appreciation goes to the coordinators of this event in particular,
Mr. Vincent Wagona, D/DPP (MSS)/AO Ms. Caroline Hope
Nabaasa SADPP and the Focal Point Officer of the ODPP HIV/
AIDS Prevention & Care Committee, Ms. Proscovia Ayebare,
Project Coordinator of the ODPP Global Fund activities. And,
the members of the HIV/AIDS committee of ODPP.
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ACCELERATING AGENDA 2040; ODPP IN
PATRNERSHIP WITH JLOS AND CHILDREN AT
RISK ACTION NETWORK (CRANE) LAUNCH
CHILD FRIENDLY ROOMS IN KABALE, MBARARA
AND MASAKA REGIONAL OFFICES
BY EMILY MUTUZO, SA/LEGAL MANAGER
in promoting good practices that
enhance access to justice for all. “JLOS
looks forward to entrenching the child
friendly procedures and practices in
all institutions that deal with children
in their daily work,” she said.

I

n line with Aspiration 2 and 8, of
Agenda 2040, the Office of the
Director of Public Prosecutions
(ODPP) in partnership with the
Justice Law and Order Sector
( JLOS) and Children at Risk Action
Network (CRANE) launched child
friendly rooms at the ODPP regional
offices in Kabale, Mbarara and Masaka.
The launch of the child friendly room
in Kabale took place on 19th May 2021,
presided over by Hon. Justice Moses
Kazibwe, the Resident Judge of Kabale,
who was the Chief Guest. The launch of
the Mbarara and Masaka child friendly
rooms took place on 20th May 2021,
presided over by Ms. Rachael Odoi, the
Senior Technical Advisor, JLOS.
The launches were attended by the
Deputy DPP Mr. Vincent Wagona,
Executive Director of the Children at
Risk Action Network (CRANE), Ms.
Faith Kembabazi, Department of Gender,
Children and Sexual Offences headed
by the Assistant DPP, Samali Wakooli,
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Justice Moses Kazibwe appreciated
the initiative of the child friendly room
in the ODPP and the institutions
involved. He advocated for the other
institutions in the justice chain
handling children; the Judiciary and
the Uganda Police Force to benefit
Regional Officers of each of the regional from the initiative.
offices, among others.
“More cases can now be successfully
Aspiration 2 of Agenda 2040 provides prosecuted because children can now
that: An effective child friendly national easily tell their ordeals.” said Ms. Faith
legislative, policy and institutional Kembabazi, the Executive Director,
framework is in place in all member CRANE.
States, while Aspiration 8 provides that:
Children benefit from a child–sensitive The ODPP appreciates the support of
criminal justice system.
both JLOS and CRANE in putting in
place these child friendly rooms.
Ms. Rachael Odoi, the Senior
Technical Advisor, JLOS, observed The rooms will be used as reception
that international law and practice and holding spaces for child victims,
emphasize promotion of child friendly witnesses before their appearance in
procedures in the justice system court, preparation rooms for victims
whereby children who come into and witnesses for court, by the
contact with the law, as victims of crime, prosecutors, interview rooms for child
witnesses of crime or those in conflict victims and witnesses, therapeutic
with the law, are supposed to be treated rooms for emotional healing, rooms
with dignity, and respect. They require for child offenders in the event that
that in handling cases which involve there is need for them to come to the
children, the children’s best interests ODPP and rooms for children who
should be a primary consideration and are at risk and may be in need of advice
they should be treated in a child friendly and support.
manner. On behalf of JLOS, she pledged
their continued support to the ODPP
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DPP PAYS COURTESY CALL ON THE ODPP
OFFICES IN KAMPALA AND NAKAWA REGIONS
BY JACQUELYN OKUI, SSA/PRO

D

uring the quarter, the DPP paid courtesy
calls on the following Regional Offices,
RSA and RSP stations; Kampala Regional
Office, Nakawa Regional Office, Buganda
Road, LDC, Mwanga II, City Hall, Nakawa
RSA, Kajjansi, Entebbe, Kiira, Nabweru, Kasangati, Luzira,
Nakasongola, Luweero, Nakaseke and Wobulenzi.
The purpose of the courtesy calls was to see the gallant officers
who work in the field stations, acclamatize herself to their
working conditions, hear their success stories as well as find
solutions to their challenges. Indeed, all stations have unique
challenges, but what stood out was the issue of promotions of
all categories of officers.
While at LDC, the DPP also paid a courtesy call on the
Administration of Law Development Center (LDC). At
LDC she interacted with the Head Bar Course Ms. Annet
Mutabingwa, Head Criminal Proceedings Mr. Robert Mackay,
Manager Legal Aid Clinic Ms. Lydia Namuli and other senior
lecturers. The meeting discussed the role of the ODPP in
shaping the minds of students that go through LDC. Ms.
Mutabingwa thanked the DPP for the annual prize for the
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best student in criminal proceedings, for allowing her
staff to teach at the Center and for clerkship placements in
ODPP stations. The ODPP and the Center pledged close
cooperation.
The staff appreciated the DPP’s gesture as they saw it
as an opportunity to interact with her and freely share
their successes and challenges. Responses were made
by the DPP to issues raised by the staff and the DPP
communicated her expectations. The DPP thanked all staff
for their resilience in spite of the hard working conditions.
She assured everyone that as Top Management, they are
doing everything within their power to improve the welfare
of all staff. The DPP further encouraged them to actively
engage in plea bargaining, be innovative, act professionally,
and uphold integrity. She advised them not to engage in
unethical conduct or practices.
Noting that COVID–19 is back with vengeance and
therefore an increase of cases of infected people, she
implored everyone one to adhere to the SOPs and those
feeling sick to stay home until full recovery.
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STAFF HEALTH IN FOCUS: COVID IS
BEATATBLE WITH THE RIGHT ATTITUDE
AND MINDSET; TESTIMONY OF SOME STAFF
WHO CONTRACTED AND RECOVERED FROM
COVID–19
By Akasa Amina – SA, Mbarara

I

t was a Monday morning when as usual I went to
office to work. I was having a very irritating dry
throat that I kept clearing every other minute. I
told my friends and everyone laughed saying I have
psychological symptoms but I knew they were
wrong. A few hours later, my supervisor walked in to my
office and told me one of us in office had tested positive for
COVID–19 and was isolating at home and I immediately
knew I was infected because I am very close to this person,
and the last time she was in office we shared juice and even
went out for lunch and spent so much time together.
The irritation in my throat for some weird reason
automatically increased, I guess psychology now kicked
in. My supervisor asked everyone to stay in office and he
called a doctor from Mbarara Referral Hospital to come
take samples from us for the COVID–19 test. I knew I was
doing it for formality. Two days later, 4 out of 9 staff were
confirmed COVID–19 positive and as I had foreseen, I
was among the 4 who tested
positive. I decided to isolate at
home.

of ginger, lemon, garlic, onions, red pepper and some honey as
was advised by Rtd. Col Dr. Kizza Besigye through his online
platform and television narrations. I made sure to take lots of
hot water with lemon and ginger and steamed twice or thrice
a day. I was advised to sunbathe in the morning hours and
exercise, a thing I did religiously. My friends started to deliver
ready cooked food, fruits and juice to my place and constantly
called to make sure I had exercised because they knew I was
home alone and would easily ignore these things. My supervisor
and the Regional Officer also regularly kept checking on me by
call and online chats to encourage me to fight on. I was always
so weak.

I

remember deciding to take a walk in the evening after
spending the whole day in bed. I chose a very isolated road,
as I didn’t want to have contact with people. I was very weak and
I could not walk in a straight line. I kept zigzagging on the road
all through, because I was weak and dizzy. I then realized that
I had to stop staying in bed and fight this disease. I started to
workout using YouTube videos and
I realised exercise actually made
me feel much better so I took it
seriously and joined my colleagues
for jogging every morning. After
about a fortnight almost all the
symptoms had disappeared, except
for loss of smell as until this time I
could not even smell the strongest
perfume. I continued to eat healthy,
steam and exercise and eventually
gained my strength and decided to
take the test again. On the eighteenth day after I had started
medication and exercises, I tested negative. However, 3 weeks
since I tested negative and even reported back to work, I still
couldn’t smell a lot of things and could only mildly smell others.
I took another test and it also turned negative. My doctor said
it would take time to return. All I can say is COVID–19 is a
nasty and painful experience but it can be defeated, if one
consciously harbours the right mindset and takes advice from
the doctors seriously.

I Lost the Sense
to Smell things,
but I Defeated
Covid–19.

Just a day after I was confirmed
positive, the disease started
to manifest in ways I never
imagined possible. I had joint
aches you would think LDUs
had hit my joints with batons
for defying guidelines. I had
fever and a headache that made
my eyes so painful. My body dreaded cold water. Just when
I thought I was going through the worst, I contracted very
severe flue and cough that made my chest hurt and never
allowed me laugh in peace without excruciating. I lost a
sense of smell and taste and all these happened so fast it
was traumatic to say the least. I kept taking the prescribed
medication of Azithromycin, Zinc, Ascorbic Acid, Vitamin
D and some cough tablets and syrups.
In addition to the above, I made myself the local concoction
ODPP NEWSLETTER

15

APRIL - JUNE 2021 / I S S U E 5 FY 2020/2021

I AND MY FAMILY MEMBERS GOT COVID–19,
BUT WE DEFEATED IT.
BY SEERA RHITA BECKY, SA NABWERU

I

t was on the 8th June 2021 when my husband who
had been home for the weekend returned to work
upcountry. He then told me that he was not feeling
well. I notified him that he was fatigued, and I
comforted him that he would be fine after a rest. I
also advised him to go test for malaria, which he did. But to
my surprise, he informed me that the results were negative.
I then advised him to go for a COVID–19 test. He told
me that according to how he was feeling he knew he had
COVID–19. He had fever, headache, backache and an itchy
throat.
I also remembered that since three weeks back I had been
feeling a lot of fatigue but I had ignored it thinking it was
because of the busy schedule I had at work. In the evenings,
I would feel cold and sweat a lot at night. My husband then
advised me too, that since I was in Kampala, I should go
get tested for COVID–19 which I did the next day when I
went to office. Fortunately for me, there is a Health Centre
III near my office which was conducting COVID–19 tests
for the community. I went and tested and my results turned
out positive for COVID–19. The first person I informed
was my husband, so he decided to travel back to Kampala
that same day and carry out the test.

times in and outside the house. I set the rules and comforted
everyone. It was a tense and frightening moment. The next day,
I took my husband and sister who I live with to Mengo Hospital
for tests. The tests turned out positive for COVID–19. My sister
was asymptomatic.
Each day came with its own challenges. I started getting terrible
headaches, stomach pain, lost my sense of taste and smell. The
most worrisome encounter was when my children of 4 and 7
respectively tested positive for COVID–19. For one day they
had high fevers but what helped were the pain killers they were
given.
What helped us most was that we religiously took the medicine,
lots of fruits, vegetables, steamed and took local hybrid
concoctions. My husband was the most affected as the effects
of the disease on his body were alarming. But we thank God
he didn’t have to go to hospital. We also thank God that my 11
Months old baby who was still breastfeeding was not affected.
Two weeks after the treatment, we went back for testing and
thank God we were negative. Since then, I don’t take life for
granted, the air we breathe and family. When I look back at
how many people have died because of COVID–19, I count my
blessings and thank God for another chance.

My second thought went to my closest contacts. My family
and colleagues at work. I went to office and informed my
supervisor whom I told to encourage our other colleagues
to go and test. Good enough they took heed of her advice
and upon testing, one turned out positive and isolated
immediately. I also informed the magistrate whom I appear
before and the clerk and advised them to test too. Before I
knew it, word had spread at court that I have COVID–19
and everyone looked at me like an outcast.
First forward, I bought the recommended treatment and
after talking to a paediatrician, she advised that I enroll
my children too on treatment. I went home and broke the
saddening news to the rest of my family that I had tested
positive for COVID–19 and told them all of us ought to
enroll on the prescribed treatment and wear masks at all
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PICTORIAL
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JUST FOR LAUGHS CORNER
PROSECUTORS
One day at court, the prosecutor called the first witness to the stand, and in came a gossipy old woman.
The prosecutor started by asking her, “Do you know who I am?”
The old woman replied, “Yes, you’re John Kim, and I must say I’m very disappointed in you. You’re greedy, you treat others like
dirt, and you’ve been keeping a mistress for years! Of course I know who you are.”
The prosecutor was stunned, but tried to carry on with the proceedings. He pointed at the defense lawyer and said, “Do you
know who he is?”
“Yes, he is Kenneth Skye. And I must say that I’m very disappointed in him too. He is constantly drunk, gambles all the time,
and is one of the worst lawyers around! Of course I know who he is.”
The Judge immediately called the prosecution and defense to approach the bench. Once they were close enough, the Judge
scowled at the pair and said. “Don’t you *dare* ask her if she knows me.”
Source: upjokes.com/prosecutor-jokes
Moral of the joke
Ensure adequate preparation of witnesses before court. Do not ask questions which you do not know what answer the witness
is going to give.
POLICE
A police officer came to my house and asked where I was between 5 and 6. He seemed irritated when I answered, “Kindergarten.”
Source: Minion Quotes and Memes.
Moral of the joke
Ask clear questions during interrogation in order for you to get the correct answers. Vague questions attract vague answers.
RIDDLE
QUESTION: WHAT BELONGS TO YOU AND IS USED BY OTHER PEOPLE
ANSWER: …………………………………………………..
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VISION
“A crime free society.”
MISSION
“To handle and prosecute criminal cases in
a just, effective and efficient manner.”
GOAL
To handle and prosecute criminal cases in the whole country.
MANDATE
The constitutional mandate of the ODPP is to
prosecute all criminal cases in any court in Uganda except
the court martial, and to direct police to investigate
information of a criminal nature.

OUR PARTNERS
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