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FOREWORD
By Hon. Lady Justice Jane
Frances Abodo
Director of Public Prosecutions
It is with pleasure that I issue this ODPP ENewsletter.
As a career prosecutor, with 19 years’
experience and 2 years serving on the
bench, I now have a blend of experience on
both the bar and the bench. During my
work experience so far, it is undeniable that
no matter how much work one does, if it is
not documented, profiled and published,
those that you serve will not be able to see
your output.
Since my assumption of office, on 22nd April 2020, a number of activities and
engagements have been undertaken by the ODPP and it is important that same be
profiled and publicized for the public to know what we do for them.
I express my gratitude to the members of Top Management and all the staff who
despite the challenges faced due to the COVID-19 pandemic and lockdown, have
worked tirelessly and continued to dispense justice. For the teamwork you have
exhibited, I thank you and encourage you to keep up the spirit of hard work and
togetherness.
Like other institutions, the ODPP has not been spared the challenges that have plagued
the world arising out of the COVID-19 pandemic. That notwithstanding, it has been an
eye opener that there is a paradigm shift on the manner of doing work. There are things
which will not remain the same even after this ordeal is over. Therefore, it is pertinent to
re-orient ourselves to the new changes and be abreast with the new trends of delivering
our services.
Having said that, allow me to officially launch this E-Newsletter.

FOR GOD AND MY COUNTRY
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EDITOR'S NOTE
Ms. Jacquelyn Okui
Senior State Attorney/Public Relations
Officer
On my behalf and on behalf of the entire Public
Relations (PR) team, I thank management for all
the support accorded to the team to enable it
execute its mandate smoothly.
This first issue of the ODPP E-Newsletter has been
put together by the members of the PRO team.
In a special way, I recognize the effort of Ms.
Emily Mutuzo Sendaula, State Attorney/Member
of the PR team; the producer of the E-Newsletter.
I thank the writers and designers of the ENewsletter for their contributions to the creation
of the Newsletter. It is envisaged that the PR
Office will issue an E-Newsletter on a quarterly
basis.

Amidst this COVID-19 pandemic, the institution has continued to serve its clientele
despite challenges which are not unique to ODPP alone. In this regard, we can be
reached on the following platforms for assistance.

Website: www.dpp.go.ug
Email: admin@dpp.go.ug
Toll Free numbers: +256800900333 / +256800900330
Facebook: @ODPPUGANDA
Twitter: @ODPPUGANDA

Contributors:
Ms Irene Nakimbugwe - Senior State Attorney/Dept. PRO
Mr. Nicholas Kawooya - State Attorney/Member, PR team
Ms. Margaret Nakigudde Kato - Ass. DPP/ Head, Plea Bargaining
Ms. Namatovu Josephine - Ass. DPP/ Head, Anti-Corruption Department
Ms. Samali Wakooli - Ass. DPP/ Head, Gender, Children & Sexual Offences Dept.
Mr. David Bisamunyu - Chief State Attorney/ Legal Manager, DPP
Ms. Adrine Asingwire - Chief State Attorney/ Legal Manager, Dir. of International Affairs
Mr. Edward Muhumuza - Chief State Attorney/ Legal Manager, Dir, of Management and
Support Services
Ms. Barbara Masinde - Chief State Attorney/ Legal Manager,
Directorate of
Prosecutions
Ms. Sherifa Nalwanga - Chief State Attorney/ Dept. of Gender, Children and Sexual
Offences
Ms. Anna Kiiza - Chief State Attorney/ Dept. of Gender, Children and Sexual Offences
Mr. Reagan Kambale - Information Technology Officer
Mr. Wakweika Felix - Data Entry Clerk
Mr. Joshua Asiimwe - Information Technology Officer

|3

NEW MINISTER OF JUSTICE AND CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS VISITS
THE OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC PROSECUTIONS

R-L: Hon. Ephraim Kamuntu, Minister of Justice and
Constitutional Affairs and Mr. Charles Elem-Ogwal, Ag. DPP.
The Office of the Director
of Public Prosecutions
(ODPP) was graced by a
visit by its line Minister of
Justice
and
Constitutional
Affairs,
Hon. Ephraim Kamuntu
on 14 February 2020. The
meeting was attended
by the Ag. Director of
Public
Prosecutions
(DPP), Mr. Charles ElemOgwal, members of the
Top Management and
the President of the
Uganda Association of
Prosecutors, Mr. Baguma
Batson.
The Ag. DPP welcomed
the Minister to the Office
of the DPP. Mr. Charles
Elem-Ogwal said that
the
ODPP
was
very
optimistic that the Hon.

Minister’s
appointment
would help the sector to
harvest
from
his
wide
experience as a political
leader
and
seasoned
economist.
He
informed
the
Hon.
Minister that the ODPP was
grappling with the following
challenges;
operating
without an enabling law,
lack
of
a
National
Prosecution
Policy,
gross
understaffing, training gaps
for prosecutors, delays in
staff promotions, scarcity of
resources, salary disparity
between the Prosecutors and
other government lawyers,
security
threats,
criminal
liability for matters handled
officially by the ODPP staff
under the Human Rights

Enforcement Act, 2019,
settling
court
awards
that arise from reasons
beyond the control of
the office and the
restriction of the power
to withdraw cases to the
DPP only among others.
The President of the
Uganda Association of
Prosecutors, Mr. Batson
Baguma emphasized the
challenges raised by the
Ag. DPP but he hastened
to add the excessive
workload, and limited
training
opportunities
which had negatively
affected the Prosecutors.
He expressed concern
over the delay in the
appointment of a DPP
whenever the position
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falls vacant saying it
affected the operations
of the Attorneys because
some
constitutional
duties of the DPP are
exclusive
and
nondelegable.
He promised to bring to
the attention of the
President, His Excellency
Yoweri Kaguta Museveni
the dire need for a
Director
of
Public
Prosecutions.
Hon. Ephraim Kamuntu
pledged
to
support
ODPP in enactment of
the
ODPP
Act
and
Formulation
of
the
National
Prosecution
Policy.

By Jacquelyn Okui

Appointment of
Deputy Directors of
Public Prosecutions
by the President
By Ms. Jacquelyn Okui

His
Excellency
Yoweri
Kaguta
Museveni
appointed Mr. Odumbi
James Owere, Mr. Vincent
Wagona, and Ms. Alice
Komuhangi
Khaukha
Deputy
Directors
of
Public Prosecutions.
These appointments were
in line with the ODPP’s
efforts to implement its
revised
structure in order to

respond to improved service
delivery requirements. Mr.
Odumbi James Owere, Mr.
Vincent Wagona, and
Ms. Alice Komuhangi Khauka
are
long
serving
career
prosecutors with over 20
years work experience in the
ODPP
Mr. Odumbi James Owere
was substantively a Principal
Assistant Director of Public
Prosecutions and caretaker
of
the
Directorate
of
Inspections,
Quality
Assurance,
Research
and
Training.
Mr.
Vincent
Wagona
was
a
Senior
Assistant Director of Public
Prosecutions/Accounting
Officer
substantively
and
caretaker of the Directorate
of Management and Support
Services.
Ms.
Alice
Komuhangi Khaukha was a
Senior Assistant Director of
Public
Prosecutions
and
head of the Anti-Corruption
Department.
The
Directorate
of
Management
Support
Services is responsible for
coordinating and managing
administrative, logistical and
other
support services essential for
the
operations
of
the
institution. The Directorate
of prosecutions handles the
overall
coordination
and
management
of
the
prosecutions function. The
Directorate of
Inspections,
Quality
Assurance,
Research
and
Training
is
tasked
with
enforcement of performance
standards,
measures,
systems and practices to
promote
efficient
and
effective

Mr. Vicent Wagona, Deputy
DPP Management Support
Services

Mrs. Alice Komuhangi Khaukha,
Deputy DPP Inspections,
Quality Assurance, Research
and Training

Mr. James Odumbi Owere,
Deputy DPP International
Affairs
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management of public prosecutions and fair administration of justice. The Directorate
of International Affairs is responsible for management of cross-border crimes,
international crimes and international cooperation in criminal matters.
Currently, the four Directorates are headed as follows; Directorate of Prosecutions by Mr.
Charles Elem-Ogwal, Directorate of Management Support Services by Mr. Vincent
Wagona (Accounting Officer), Directorate of Inspections, Quality Assurance, Research
and Training by Ms. Alice Komuhangi Khaukha, and Directorate of International Affairs
by Mr. Odumbi James Owere. It is envisaged that the appointments will result
in improved leadership, inspections, quality assurance, research, training, and
international cooperation.

|6

Lady Justice Jane
Frances Abodo
Assumes Office as
Director of Public
Prosecutions
By Ms. Jacquelyn Okui

Hon.
Lady Judge Jane Frances
Abodo assumed office as
Director
of
Public
Prosecutions
(DPP) on April 22, 2020.
She was appointed by His
Excellency the President
Y.K.
Museveni after elevating
Hon. Justice Mike Chibita
to the Supreme Court of
Uganda.
Lady Judge Jane is the
first female Director of
Public Prosecutions in
Uganda. She has a blend
of serving on the bench
and the bar. She had
served in the Judiciary for
two years by the time of
her appointment, and has
a wealth of experience in
prosecution
services
delivery having served in
the ODPP for 19 years.
In her inaugural remarks,
the
DPP
noted
the
remarkable
initiatives
and progress made
by her predecessors Hon.
Justice Mike Chibita and
Hon.
Justice
Richard
Buteera.

The
DPP
pledged
to
consolidate
the
gains
already registered.
The Director was emphatic
on the fact that the ODPP
has a duty to provide
access to justice for the
most vulnerable in our
society. However, just like
other JLOS institutions, the
ODPP is grappling with the
dynamism in commission of
crimes.
Due
to
technological
advancement, the trends in
commission of crime have
also changed immensely.
However, focusing on high
level crimes requires legal
expertise
and
adequate
capacities
respectively.In
this regard, the DPP opined
that re-skilling and retooling of prosecutors is a
must do in order to better
the delivery of prosecution
services.

Harnessing
the
achievements
of
her
predecessors,
the
Director
pledged
to
prioritize and focus
on-internal
reorganization
and
redeployment of staff to
ensure we have the right
skills placed in the right
places,
fast
tracking
promotions
and
recruitment
of
State
Attorneys, staff welfare
improvement,
establishment of a
Cyber Crime Unit under
the
Anti-Corruption
Department
(ACD),
operationalize
the
establishment
of
a
Prosecutors
Academy,
streamline Registry File
Management
and
Complaints
Handling
System to ensure quick
and speedy processing
of information, reduction
of case back log,
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review and update of the ODPP Prosecution Performance Standards and Guidelines and
fast track approval of the
ODPP Bill.
The Director appreciated Mr. Charles Elem-Ogwal, the Deputy Director of Public
Prosecutions for holding fort after Justice Mike Chibita left and commended him for a
job well done. The Director further commended the staff who do their work with
professionalism and integrity pledging her complete loyalty and support. She called
upon all to work on their personal brand which in the long run becomes the brand of
the ODPP.

ODPP CONTRIBUTION TO CASE
BACKLOG REDUCTION
By
Samali Wakooli &
Emily Mutuzo Sendaula

SPECIAL SEXUAL AND GENDER BASED VIOLENCE
(SGBV) SESSIONS, JANUARY 2020
The
Department
of
Gender, Children and
Sexual offices of the
Office of the Director of
Public
Prosecutions
(ODPP), is mandated to
handle and prosecute
gender, children and
sexual offences cases.
The
ODPP
received
funding
from
Justice
Law and Order Sector
(JLOS) and UNFPA to
conduct
the
second
phase of SGBV Sessions
in January 2020.
In a bid to promote
child-friendly
procedures, the ODPP
embarked on measures
aimed at fast tracking
SGBV cases, which as
noted above form the
bulk of the case load in
the judicial system.
A
total of 13 sessions were
organised and held in
the
High
Courts
of
Kampala,
Moroto,
Kitgum, Kasese,

Mubende and Tororo and
the Chief Magistrates Courts
sitting at Nakapiririt, Iganga,
Kiryandongo,
Bududa,
Kyegegwa, Bundibugyo and
Gulu. A total of 735 cases
were cause listed and were
inclusive of new cases added
in by the trial judicial officers
as the
sessions went by so as to
dispose
of
more
cases.
Revisit this sentence.
In summary, a total of 721
cases were prosecuted. Out
of the above, 351 convictions
were obtained translating to
60.1%. 187 (26) cases were
dismissed,
21
cases
reconciled, 46 cases resulted
in acquittal, 32 adjourned to
the next convenient session,
36 (nolles/withdrawals), 20
cases previously completed,
10 cases referred and 03
cases abated due to death of
the accused persons.

Challenges
Encountered During
the
Sessions
The prosecutors faced
various
challenges
regarding
witness
attendance
of
court
which led to dismissal of
a number of cases. Some
witnesses did not come
to testify due to loss of
interest, relocation of
witnesses to unknown
locations,
compromise
of witnesses by accused
persons, uncooperative
and hostile victims due
to relation with accused
persons since some were
pregnant
and
others
breast feeding, witnesses
from hard to reach areas
couldn’t be accessed,
while
school
going
victims
sitting
examinations especially
in Bundibugyo could not
come.
Usually
time
allocated for sessions is
inadequate
and
this
poses
challenges
in
tracing for witnesses.

|8

Some accused persons who
had previously been granted
bail absconded and some for
example, in Amudat, fled to
Kenya. The sureties who
were summoned went into
hiding, making it hard for
the police to trace them.
The sentences were very
lenient since most of the
accused persons were on
borderline ages of 18, 19 and
20.

THE GOOD PRACTICES
AND LESSONS LEARNT

These are some of the good
practices and lessons learnt
which
yielded
positive
results where they were
used;
The
introduction
of
anatomical dolls to help
child victims illustrate to
the courts, enabled them
to give clearer evidence.
Establishment of childfriendly spaces in some
ODPP
offices
for
preparation and holding
of witnesses prior to court
to avoid interference by
accused persons.
The use of video link
during the testimony of
child
victims
enabled
victims open up freely to
tell their ordeal without
having to interact or
come
within
close
proximity
with
the
perpetrator.

Informal dress by the
Judicial
Officers,
Prosecutors
and
Advocates created a
relaxed
environment
for
the
victims
to
testify especially child
witnesses and victims.
The joint trainings led
to improved skills in
handling cases of SGBV
in a victim centered
manner.
Involvement
of
prosecution in cause
listing in some areas
helped to ensure that
only files with accused
persons on remand
were handled.
Cases
with
young
children were handled
fast,
allowing
the
victims to testify and
leave before they got
tired and traumatized.
Sensitization activities
by
ODPP
including
radio
talk
shows
explaining the effects
of SGBV cases on the
community and the
victims as a whole.
Probation and social
welfare
officers
secured victim impact
assessment
reports
which helped court in
assessment
of
the
effect of the crime on
the victims, the family
and the community as
a whole and to make
appropriate orders.

RECOMMENDATION
A
special
court
should
be
established
for
handling SGBV cases.
In the interim, special
sessions
for
SGBV
should be handled
regularly
when
witnesses
are
still
interested
and
traceable.
The Kampala High
Court
should
designate one of the
video
linked
courtrooms
as
an
SGBV court.
Judiciary
should
designate
special
waiting
rooms
for
witnesses at court to
prevent
their
intermingling
with
accused persons and
their relatives before
the hearing.
Fast track the roll out
of
video
link
installation.
There’s
need
for
provision of psychosocial
support
to
victims to help them
cope with the aftereffects
of
these
crimes.
The practice of taking
victims’ testimonies
in chambers should
be discouraged. It
traumatises
victims
due to the close
proximity
to
their
perpetrators.
There’s need for more
sensitization
about
the ills of gender
based violence. Its
acceptance of the
vice
in
some
communities.
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The
ODPP
has
been
advocating
for
the
establishment of
a SGBV Court to fast track
hearing and disposal of
SGBV cases, since they
form
the bulk of the cases in
the system and involve
children as young as 2
years.
Delay of hearing their
cases leads to witnesses’
loss of interest in the
matter, the likelihood of
the children forgetting in
great
detail
what
happened
to them, and re-opening
these traumatic events
after a long period of time
tends to re-traumatise
them.
The
ODPP
expresses
gratitude to JLOS for the
support
rendered to successfully
carry out and conclude
these
sessions.
It
is
envisaged
that these sessions will go
a long way in reducing
case backlog as majority
of
the cases in the system
measuring up to 80% are
SGBV in nature.

REVIEW AND WEED OUT OF
COVID-19 RELATED CASE FILES
By Babra Masinde
As the world and the country
continue to grapple with the
spread and effects of the
COVID-19
pandemic,
the
Office of the Director of
Public Prosecutions (ODPP) is
equally struggling to create
“A Crime Free Society” amidst
the pandemic. In a bid to
prevent the spread of the
disease, the burden falls on
the office to ensure that the
containment measures put in
place by the Head of State
and the Ministry of Health
are complied with. The office
discharges
this
duty
in
conjunction with the police
as per its mandate in Article
120 of the Constitution of the
Republic of Uganda, 1995, to
institute
criminal
proceedings
against
any
person in all courts except
the Court Martial. Various
interventions have been put
in place to ensure that the
office’s operations continue.
This has been done through
the issuance of circulars
guiding staff on how to
execute their work.
Specifically, a Prosecutor has
to determine whether a
triable offence under the law
has been committed, to
ensure that inquiries are
complete before sanctioning
any charges, to sanction all
deserving cases with credible
evidence, and not to object

to bail in cases brought
under
the
Statutory
Instruments made
under the Public Health
Act. These laws governing
the control of the spread of
COVID-19
include
The
Public Health (Prevention of
COVID-19)
(Requirements
and Conditions of Entry into
Uganda) Order, 2020, S.I No.
46/ 2020, The Public Health
(Control of COVID-19) Rules
S.I 52/2020, and The Public
Health (Control of COVID-19)
(No. 2) Rules, 2020 S.I No.
55/2020.
In addition to enforcing the
above laws, the DPP also
constituted a task force to
handle all COVID-19 related
cases with the aim of
prosecuting only serious
and deserving cases, while
ensuring
that
petty
offenders are cautioned and
discharged.
This was on the backdrop of
a high-level stakeholders’
meeting convened by the
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DPP,
aimed
at
harmonizing the response
to handling the COVID-19
related cases by the Police,
ODPP, the Judiciary and
Prisons, under the auspices
of the Justice Law and
Order Sector Secretariat.
As at 16 June 2020, the
office had registered about
1,955 cases arising from the
enforcement of the COVID19 containment measures,
while the prisons had
received
2463
remands
some
of
whom
were
subsequently
convicted,
whereas the DPP
withdrew charges against
others so as to reduce
prison
congestion
and
minimise case backlog.
This
initiative
was
supported by the Judiciary
who organized a mobile
court that sat at Kitalya
Prison in order to handle
and dispose of the cases
involving the
2463
remand
prisoners
who had been arrested on
COVID-19 related charges
such as Disobedience of
lawful orders contrary to
Section 117 of the Penal
Code Act and Doing a
negligent act likely to
spread infection of disease,
contrary to
Section 171 of the same
Act.

PARTICIPATION IN PLEA
BARGAIN SESSIONS ACROSS THE COUNTRY
By Margaret Nakigudde

The Director of Public Prosecutions making remarks at the launch
of the Plea Bargain Session in Nakasongola Main Prison.

The Office of the Director
of
Public
Prosecutions
(ODPP) has been engaged
in Plea Bargain Sessions
which
were
held
in
Masindi
Main
Prison,
Nakasongola Main Prison,
Gulu Main Prison, Mbarara
Main Prison and Masaka
Main Prison.
The
sessions
were
launched by the Hon. the
Principal
Judge,
Dr.
Flavian
Zeija
in
the
presence of the Director
of Public Prosecutions, the
Hon. Lady Justice Jane
Frances Abodo, the Head
of
Plea
Bargaining
Programme
in
the
Judiciary, Hon. Lady Judge
Jane Okuo Kajuga, the
Technical
Advisor,
Criminal Justice, Justice
Law and Order
Sector, Ms. Lucy Ladira,
the respective Resident
Judges, Regional Officers,
Resident State Attorneys,
Defence Counsel among
others.

In his remarks, the Hon. the
Principal Judge informed
the
inmates
that
plea
bargaining
provided
an
opportunity for them to
negotiate their sentences
and obtain quick justice.
However,
he
cautioned
them not to participate in
the exercise if they were
not guilty.

The Hon. The Principal
Judge emphasized to the
inmates
to
seriously
consider the offers being
made to them while being
reasonable in their counter
offers. He emphasized that
plea bargaining is not
meant to let inmates off
easily but it is a process
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used
to
facilitate
an
amicable
settlement
between all parties.
In her remarks, the DPP
explained the role of the
Prosecutors in the Plea
Bargain
process.
She
informed the inmates that
the Prosecutors read their
files and make offers of
sentences after balancing
the interests of the victims
and their interests. She
encouraged the inmates
to make reasonable offers.
She highlighted to the
inmates that all files that
had been registered for
plea bargaining would be
handled. Like the Principal
Judge, the DPP advised
the inmates to only enter
the plea bargain process if
they are guilty.

Those who participated in
the Plea Bargain Sessions
include; the Hon. The
Principal Judge Dr. Flavian
Zeija, the DPP, Hon.Lady
Justice
Jane
Frances
Abodo, the Head of Plea
Bargaining in the Judiciary,
Hon. Lady Judge Jane
Okuo Kajuga, the Resident
Judge of Masindi, Hon.
Judge Paul Gadenya, the
Resident Judge of Gulu,
Hon.
Judge
Stephen
Mubiru, the Resident Judge
of Mbarara,

Hon. Lady Judge Joyce
Kavuma,
the
Senior
Resident Judge of Masaka,
Hon.
Judge
Moses
Kawumi Kazibwe, Hon.
Judge Oyuko Anthony, the
Registrar High Court, Her
Worship Mary Ikit, the
Senior Technical Adviser
to
the
Judiciary,
Mr.
Andrew
Khaukha,
Technical Advisor Criminal
Justice (JLOS), Ms. Lucy
Ladira,
the
Assistant
Commissioner of Prisons
Byamugisha
Frank
for
Commissioner General of
Prisons, Commissioner of
Prisons Asinjah Baker for
Commissioner General of
Prisons, Head of the Plea
Bargain Division in the
ODPP,
Assistant
DPP
Margaret Nakigudde, the
Regional Officer, Masindi,
Assistant DPP Florence
Akello,
the
Regional
Officer,
Kampala, Assistant DPP
Catherine Namakoye, the
Regional
Officer,
Gulu,
Assistant
DPP
Martin
Rukundo, the Regional
Officer Mbarara, Assistant
DPP Moses Onencan, the
Regional Officer, Masaka,
Assistant
DPP
Jennifer
Amumpaire, the Resident
Chief
State
Attorney,
Gulu,
Patrick
Omia,
the
Resident
Senior
State
Attorney,
Masindi, Jane Musimenta,
the Resident Senior State
Attorney,
Masaka,
Ivan
Nkwasibwe, the Resident
State
Attorney,
Nakasongola,
Rachael
Nabwire,
the
Resident
State Attorney, Mbarara,
Hallelujah Glory among
other
criminal
justice
stakeholders.

The Plea Bargain Sessions
were conducted in camps
while
observing
the
Presidential Directives to
prevent the spread of
COVID-19. Plea bargain
camps
bring
all
stakeholders on board
and have led to faster
negotiations.
In
the
month of June 2020,673
capital
inmates
were
convicted and sentenced
in Plea Bargain Sessions
as follows: 204 cases in
Masindi,
52cases
in
Nakasongola, 65 cases in
Gulu, 142 cases in Mbarara
and Bushenyi, 100 cases
in Mubende, 40 cases in
each circuit of Masaka
and Jinja, and 30 cases in
Kotido.
In the Chief Magistrates
Courts, cases have also
been disposed of through
the plea bargain initiative
especially
in
Mukono,
Gulu, Tororo, Luwero and
Kyenjojo Districts.
What
is
Bargaining?

Plea

Plea bargaining is the
process where an accused
person agrees with a
Prosecutor to plead guilty
to an offence in exchange
for a lesser sentence or, in
some cases, to negotiate
for a lesser offence. These
agreements are reviewed
and approved by Court.
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Benefits
Bargaining

of

Benefits of plea bargaining
include;
Reduction in the lead
time of case disposal,
Reduction
of
case
backlog,
Protection of victims
from secondary trauma,
Reduced costs of the
justice process.
Provides the accused
persons an opportunity
assisted
by
defense
advocates
to
participate
in
the
sentencing process and
bargain
possible
sentences, which is not
the case in a full trial.
Challenges
Bargaining

of

REVIEW AND WEED OUT
OF
COMMITTED CASE FILES
IN PREPARATION FOR
HIGH COURT SESSIONS

Plea

Plea

The
challenges
encountered
in
plea
bargaining include;
The
family
of
the
victims
prefer
maximum
sentences
for
the
accused
notwithstanding
the
fact that the accused is
willing to plead guilty
in
exchange
for
leniency,
There are sentencing
disparities during plea
bargains, currently its
largely
used
in
reduction of cases in
high court but it has
not been fully rolled
out to the magistrate
courts,
Inadequate funds to
enable
victims
participate
in
the
process,
Accused persons offer
sentences
which
amount to a mockery
of justice.

By
Samali Wakooli &
Emily Mutuzo Sendaula
Best Practices
One of the best practices
adopted by the ODPP is
that
prosecutors
initiate
plea bargaining by coming
up
with
sentencing
proposals, instead of the
accused.

This
has
enabled
prosecution
to
get
reasonable
offers
from
accused persons.
Having
plea
bargain
camps
where
the
prosecution
team,
defense team and the
court
move
to
the
prisons has also made
the plea bargain process
more
efficient
and
reduced
complaints
from the inmates that
range from insufficient
time with their defense
lawyers and sentences
being enhanced without
their consent.
The ODPP with support
from
UN
Women,
is
developing Plea Bargaining
Guidelines to
cut across the board.
The guidelines are intended
to guide prosecutors in the
plea
bargain
process,
negotiating sentences in
order to ensure consistency
and uniformity of sentences,
avoid abuse of process and
promote access to justice
for all.

On 29 May 2020, the
Director
of
Public
Prosecutions flagged off a
team that she constituted
to review committed case
files in preparation for
High Court sessions. This
team comprised of Ms.
Wakooli Samali, Ass. DPP
(team leader), Ms. Akello
Florence, Ass. DPP, Mr.
Onencan Moses, Ass. DPP,
Ms. Nyanzi Gladys, Ass.
DPP,
Ms.
Namakoye
Catherine, Ass. DPP, Ms.
Amumpaire Jennifer. Ass
DPP,
Ms.
Adrine
Asingwire, Ag. Principal
State Attorney (PSA), Mr.
Bisamunyo
David,
Ag.
PSA,
Mr.
Muhumuza
Edward, Ag. PSA, Ms.
Masinde Barbra, Ag. PSA,
and Ms. Mutuzo
Emily, SA.
The review commenced
with Jinja Region on 1
June
2020
which
is
comprised of the districts
of Jinja, Iganga, Kamuli,
Kaliro, Namayingo, Bugiri,
Mayuge. The team is also
expected
to
review
Kampala Region, Masaka
Region
and
Mbarara
Region case files. So far
two regions, that is Jinja
and
Kampala
are
complete.
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Purpose of the Review
To reduce case back
log.
Establish if the files
have
sufficient
evidence to sustain the
preferred charges, or
sustains other charges
instead,
Weed
out
non
deserving cases ( cases
that should in fact be
handled
at
the
Magistrate
Courts,
those where accused
persons jumped bond
and have never been
re-arrested,
those
which are complete
but
still
remain
reflected in the court
and ODPP system),
Assess the quality of
the investigations and
the
quality
of
the
guidance given by the
prosecutors to police at
the
stage
of
investigations,
Assess the quality of
court
documents
drafted by officers to
guide on the next
course of action,
Identify training needs
if any and propose
recommendations.

In
the
past,
the
Department of Gender,
Children
and
Sexual
offences had been to Jinja
Region with a team of
attorneys where they had
reviewed committed
case files in the Sexual
&Gender Based Violence
category.
What
were
therefore reviewed were
cases
of
Murder,
Aggravated Robbery and
cases of SGBV
that had been committed
since the last review.

The burden of proving a
case
beyond
reasonable
doubt lies on prosecution
throughout a trial. In this
regard, prior to sanctioning
charges or committing a file
to High Court for trial, a
Prosecutor
or
Attorney
should be satisfied
that the evidence on the file
can
secure
them
a
conviction or to the least
ensure that a prima facie
case is established.
Number of Cases

A total of 338 case files were
reviewed; 192 Murder, 110
Agg.
Robbery,
24
Aggravated Defilement, 12
Rape,
2
Trafficking
in
Persons, 1 Terrorism.
Findings
Most of the files have
good
and
credible
evidence.
Evidence
was
not
sufficient and for such
opinions were prepared
recommending
their
withdrawal.
Some cases have over
stayed in the system as
old
as
2005,
the
positions of those cases
could not be established.
Some of the victims are
as young as 4 years and
such a child may forget
them details of the story
if the case continues to
delay in the system.
A
number
of
gaps/
training needs have been
identified. This calls for
urgent need for coaching,
mentoring and provision of
hands on support were
noted.

These cuts across from
police, prosecutors and
the medical personnel
who fill in the police
forms.
Proposed Interventions

Fast tracking of cases
which have taken long
in the system,
Conduct plea bargain
sessions
in
cases
where
accused
persons confessed,
Fast track the cases
involving juveniles,
Equip Health facilities
with
the
necessary
equipment to carry
out autopsies.
In-house
Interventions
by the ODPP

On its part the Director
has set up a mentoring
task force which will work
together
with
the
Directorate of Inspections,
Quality
Assurance,
Research and Training to
handle the mentoring,
hand-on
support
and
coaching. It is envisaged
that this will improve the
quality
of
services
provided by the ODPP to
its clients.
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LAUNCH OF THE GUIDELINES FOR COORDINATION IN
CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS AND PROSECUTIONS, 2020

|| 15
2

The top leadership of the
Office of the Director of
Public
Prosecutions
(ODPP) together with the
top management of the
Uganda Police Force (UPF)
and in collaboration with
the Justice Law and Order
Sector (JLOS) approved
the
Guidelines
for
Coordination in Criminal
Investigations
and
Prosecutions.
The
Guidelines were approved
during a meeting held on
26 June 2020.
The Office of the Director
of Public Prosecutions is
mandated to direct the
police to investigate any
information of a criminal
nature and report to him
or her expeditiously. This
special
relationship
established by Article 120
of the Constitution of the
Republic of Uganda, 1995
has
been
enhanced
through
coordination
meetings, joint trainings
and workshops between
the
ODPP
and
the
Criminal
Investigations
Directorate (CID) of the
Uganda
Police
Force.
These interactions have
culminated
into
the
Guidelines
for
Coordination in Criminal
Investigations
and
Prosecutions, 2020.
On the 26 June 2020,
Prosecutors
from
the
ODPP
together
with
Investigators
from
CID
with support from the
Justice Law and Order
Sector (JLOS), convened at
the
Judicial
Training
Institute to adopt and
launch these guidelines

L-R at the front: Senior Technical Adviser (JLOS), Ms. Rachael Odoi, Director of
Public Prosecutions, Justice Jane Frances Abodo and Director CID, AIGP Akullo
Grace at the ODPP, CID Coordination Meeting - June 2020.

The guidelines document
the continued efforts by the
ODPP and CID to improve
investigations
and
prosecution work methods
while
highlighting
the
several challenges
facing
Prosecutors
and
Investigators, and solutions
advanced.
They cover diverse areas of
investigations from opening
and minuting a police file
and its movement between
the police and ODPP, to
conducting identification
parades
and
recording
charge
and
caution
statements
of
suspects.
They also cover conduct of
prosecutions, including the
handling
of
vulnerable
witnesses
and exhibits to be used in
the course of the trial.

Both
institutions
are
enjoined to put in place
mechanisms to ensure
compliance
with
the
guidelines as well as
enforcement of all other
performance
standards,
and
none
compliance
may result in disciplinary
action against the errant
officer.
It is hoped that these
guidelines will go a long
way in improving the
service delivery in the
Criminal Justice System
as we ‘Protect and Serve’
to ensure “A Crime Free
Society.’

By Babra Masinde

Other areas canvassed by
the guidelines include the
timely
committal
of
accused persons in capital
cases
where
there
is
sufficient evidence to make
out a prima facie case
against the accused,
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OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC PROSECUTIONS
RECEIVES PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT AND
OTHER EQUIPMENT FROM UN WOMEN
The Office of the Director
of
Public
Prosecutions
(ODPP) received Personal
Protective
Equipment
(PPE)
and
other
equipment, to facilitate
the prosecution of Gender
Based
Violence
(GBV)
cases, from UN Women.
The
Deputy
Country
Representative
of
UN
Women,
Ms.
Adekemi
Ndieli handed over the
PPE and other equipment
to the DPP, Hon. Lady
Justice Jane Frances on 22
June
2020.
The
PPE
included
450
ODPP
branded face masks, 80
sanitizers, 10 hand
washing plastic jerry cans,
50 jerry cans of liquid
soap, 5 boxes of hand
gloves
and
12
hand
temperature
guns.
The
GBV equipment included
a printer,
camera,
Information
Education
and
Communication
(IEC)
materials, ODPP banners,
a Department of Gender,
Children
and
Sexual
Offenses Banner, pampers
and sanitary towels.
The ODPP entered into a
Memorandum
of
Understanding with UN
Women one year ago, to
develop the capacity of
Prosecutors in handling
GBV
cases
and
to
popularize the role of the
ODPP in GBV cases.

The
Deputy
Country
Representative
of
UN
Women recognized the
initiative taken by
the ODPP of prioritizing
GBV cases. She noted that
the establishment of the
Department of Gender,
Children
and
Sexual
Offenses in the ODPP was
a sign of commitment of
the
ODPP
towards
ensuring
specialized
skilled Prosecutors, for
effective prosecution of
GBV and Violence Against
Children (VAC) cases.

She emphasized the role
of Prosecutors as frontline
workers during the COVID19 pandemic stressing that
it is the Prosecutors who
represent survivors and
victims of crime in courts.
She affirmed UN Women’s
continued commitment to
supporting
institutional
capacity strengthening for
effective handling of GBV
cases
in
line
with
international
standards.
She said with the provision
of PPEs, the Prosecutors
could continue with their
work in a safe, secure and
dignified
environment.
That the provision of the
PPEs was in recognition of
the
central
role
that
Prosecutors
play
as
frontline
workers
in
combating
Violence
Against Women and Girls
(VAWG).
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In addition, she hoped
that the banners and IEC
materials would be used
to improve awareness on
the role of the ODPP in
the
community
and
consequently strengthen
its
collaboration
with
victims of crime, witnesses
and other stakeholders in
undertaking
its
prosecutorial work.
Regarding the sexual and
reproductive
health
emergency items, she said
they should go a long way
in
making
victims
comfortable and facilitate
the
process
of
documenting
their evidence.
The DPP thanked UN
Women for their good
working relationship with
the ODPP. She noted that
SGBV cases constituted
the largest part of the
ODPP
workload,
with
women and girls being the
main victims of crime. She
said
the
ODPP
had
prioritized SGBV cases by
establishing
a
fullyfledged Department of
Gender,
Children
and
Sexual
Offense
with
Prosecutors
specifically
trained to handle the
cases.
She
further
said
the
COVID-19 pandemic had
heightened the number of
GBV cases, yet the Office
had been very constrained
in taking its services to the
vulnerable
people,
including
women
and
girls. That although the
Office wanted to serve the
people, the Prosecutors
needed to be safe.

She thanked UN Women
for the timely support of
providing PPEs and the
other equipment to the
Prosecutors.
The
equipment would go a
long way in supporting the
Prosecutors
in
the
execution
of
their
mandate.

By Jacquelyn Okui

OVERSIGHT VISIT BY THE LEGAL AND
PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
TO SELECTED UPCOUNTRY OFFICES OF
THE OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR OF
PUBLIC PROSECUTIONS

Above ODPP Fort Portal Team, below ODPP Masindi Team
(with the MPs).
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The
ODPP
received
communication from the
clerk
to
Parliament
informing the office of the
Committee’s intention to
visit our upcountry offices
in Fort Portal, Mbale,
Gulu and Masindi on 9
June 2020.
The committee intended
to among others; assess
the
coordination
and
management
of
prosecution of criminal
cases
at
the
ODPP
upcountry stations and
general
delivery
of
services, especially in the
face
of
the
COVID-19
Pandemic,
assess
the
extent
of
the
implementation
of
the
ODPP Client’s Charter at
the
mentioned
offices,
assess the extent of the
implementation
of
the
ODPP Client’s Charter at
the
mentioned
offices,
assess the management of
complaints and appeal
mechanisms in place at
the
different
stations
during this period of the
COVID-19
pandemic,
assess the status of case
backlog and the clearance
mechanisms in place, and
assess the staffing levels at
the different stations and
inspect the status of the
physical infrastructures.
The Committee was split
into four groups.
In Mbale Region, the
Judiciary and the ODPP
held a joint meeting with
the committee members.

The
Judiciary
was
represented
by
the
Resident
Judge,
His
Lordship Justice Godfrey
Namundi
and
the
Registrar.
ODPP
was
represented by the Head
of the Department of Field
Operations
Mr
Byansi
William, who led the ODPP
team
comprising
of
the
Regional Officer, Mbale Mr
Alex Ojok, and his team of
7 Resident State Attorneys
and
Resident
State
Prosecutors
within
the
region. The
9- member team from
Parliament was led by its
chairperson Hon. Oboth
Oboth. Most of these MPs
were practicing advocates.
The Fort Portal Region
received a delegation of
four (4) members of the
committee on 10 June
2020 who included Hon.
Sam Bitangaro, Hon. Jovah
Kamateeka, Hon. Wilfred
Nuwagaba,
Hon.
Aston
Kajara and Mr. Ngobye
Edward the Secretary to
the
Committee.
ODPP
Masindi Region interfaced
with the members of the
committee on 10 June
2020
at
the
Masindi
Regional Office. The
committee advised the
leadership of the ODPP to
originate
a
document
voicing the concerns of
the Prosecutors.

That the leadership needs
to add some “salt” to
capture
the
necessary
attention
and
the
committee promised to
support the ODPP in any
way possible.
A number of issues were
discussed in the above
meetings
including
approval of the ODPP Bill,
inadequate staffing level
in particular prosecutors,
staff
welfare,
salary
disparities, and security of
the ODPP staff.
The committee noted that
some of the issues were
coming to their attention
for the
first time and pledged to
support the ODPP. The
Top
management
was
called upon
to continue engaging with
the committee.

By Barbra Masinde,
David Bisamunyu Josip,
Adrine Asingwire,
Edward Muhumuza,
&
Emily Mutuzo Sendaula,
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Prosecutorial Milestones Registered
By Kawooya Nicholas

PENSION CASE
CONVICTIONS AND
COMPENSATION ORDER
UPHELD BY THE COURT
OF APPEAL
LWAMAFA
JIMMY & 2 OTHERS
VS
UGANDA

The
Court
of
Appeal
delivered its judgment on
18th February 2020 in
what came to be
popularly referred to as
the Pension Case. The
panel was constituted of
the Deputy Chief Justice
Alfonse
Owiny-Dollo,
Justice Elizabeth Musoke
and Justice Percy Night
Tuhaise.
The Office of the Director
of
Public
Prosecutions
charged Lwamafa Jimmy,
Kiwanuka Kunsa Stephen
and Obey Christopher with
causing
financial
loss,
abuse
of
office,
false
accounting by a public
officer,
conspiracy
to
defraud and diversion of
public resources. The trio
were duly committed and
tried
in
the
AntiCorruption Division of the
High Court by Justice
Gidudu.
Prosecuted
by
Assistant
DPP,
Barbara
Kawuma,
Ag.
Principal
State Attorney,
Marion
Acio,
and
Ag.
Principal State Attorney,
David
Bisamunyu,the
appellants were convicted

and sentenced to various
terms of imprisonment
and ordered to
compensate the
Government jointly a sum
of Ug. Shs.
50,000,000,000 (Fifty
Billion Uganda Shillings).

and sentenced to various
terms of imprisonment
and ordered to
compensate the
Government jointly a sum
of Ug. Shs.
50,000,000,000 (Fifty
Billion Uganda Shillings).

Dissatisfied
with
the
decision, the trio lodged
an appeal in the Court of
Appeal.
The
defence
comprised of seasoned
Counsel
Mr.
Ochieng
Evans, Mr. John Isabirye
and
Mr. Nsubuga Mubiru set up
the stage for a legal battle
against
the
tenacious
prosecutors led by Senior
Assistant DPP and Head of
the
Anti-Corruption
Department,
Alice
Komuhangi
Khaukha
assisted by Ag. Principal
State
Attorney,
Abigail
Kabayo Agaba and State
Attorney, Emily Mutuzo
Sendaula.

Dissatisfied
with
the
decision, the trio lodged
an appeal in the Court of
Appeal.
The
defence
comprised of seasoned
Counsel
Mr.
Ochieng
Evans, Mr. John Isabirye
and
Mr. Nsubuga Mubiru set up
the stage for a legal battle
against
the
tenacious
prosecutors led by Senior
Assistant DPP and Head of
the
Anti-Corruption
Department,
Alice
Komuhangi
Khaukha
assisted by Ag. Principal
State
Attorney,
Abigail
Kabayo Agaba and State
Attorney, Emily Mutuzo
Sendaula.

The appellants in their
grounds
of
appeal
contended
that
the
learned trial Judge had
erred in law and fact by
not properly evaluating
the evidence on record
and thus coming to wrong
conclusions on a litany of
issues.
More
so,
they
contested
against
the
compensation sum of Ug.
Shs. 50,000,000,000 and
harsh
and
excessive
imprisonment.

The appellants in their
grounds
of
appeal
contended
that
the
learned trial Judge had
erred in law and fact by
not properly evaluating
the evidence on record
and thus coming to wrong
conclusions on a litany of
issues.
More
so,
they
contested
against
the
compensation sum of Ug.
Shs. 50,000,000,000 and
harsh
and
excessive
imprisonment.

| 20

In reply, the prosecutors
supported the decision of
the learned
High Court Judge and
asked the Court to uphold
the trial court’s decision.
The Court of Appeal in
determining the grounds
resolved as follows; the 1st
appellant
Lwamafa
Jimmy’s convictions were
upheld
but
sentence
reduced to a
maximum of four years.
The
2nd
appellant
Kiwanuka Kunsa Stephen’s
convictions
were
also
upheld with the exception
of the offenses of false
accounting
by
public
office and diversion of
resources and his sentence
reduced
to a maximum of three
years. The 3rd appellant
Obey Christopher had his
appeal wholly dismissed
hence the convictions and
sentences of the trial court
were upheld. The order for
compensation of Ug. Shs.
50,000,000,000/= (Fifty
Billion Uganda Shillings)
was upheld against all
three appellants.
The ruling marked a
watershed moment in
the
fight
against
corruption and served as
justice
to
the
much
aligned
and
long
suffering
pensioners
who bore the pain and
grief of these crimes.

BAGYENDA BRIAN &
TWO OTHERS
CONVICTED
By Jacquelyn Okui

High
Court
convicted
Bagyenda
Brian,
Bainomugisha
Innocent
and Rwahwire Vincent for
the murder of Twijukye
Enid in February 2020. The
Director
of
Public
Prosecutions (DPP) alleged
that on 4 January 2017 at
Njobe Road, Plot 2 Luzira
in
Kampala
District,
Bagyenda
Brian,
Bainomugisha
Innocent
and
Rwahwire
Vincent
with malice aforethought
unlawfully
caused
the
death of Twijukye Enid.
The DPP represented by
Joseph Kyomuhendo (Ag.
PSA) and Joan Keko (Ag.
PSA)
presented
circumstantial evidence to
the court to the effect that
Bagyenda Brian invited
Twijukye
Enid,
his
girlfriend, to his home in
Luzira
where
he,
Bainomugisha
Innocent
and Rwahire Vincent tied
her to a bed with pillow
cases and suffocated her
with pillows. The evidence
included three confessions
by the suspects, search
certificates that showed
that
the
deceased’s
properties including her
phone were found with
Bagyenda
Brian,
DNA
evidence, medical

evidence and the pillow
cases that were used to
kill Enid Twijukye.
Bagyenda Brian admitted
that he killed Twijukye
Enid but pleaded insanity.
Bainomugisha
Innocent
and
Rwahire
Vincent
totally denied committing
the offence.
The trial judge, Hon. Judge
Moses Kazibwe Kawumi
relied
on
the
three
confessions
by
the
suspects which he had
earlier ruled were
voluntarily made by them.
He
noted
that
the
suspects had given very
detailed accounts of how
they killed Twijukye Enid
and
the
details
were
similar.
Moreover, the statements
had been recorded by
different police officers at
about the same time. He
additionally noted that
Bagyenda’s
confession
pointed
to his state of mind. His
conduct
immediately
before and immediately
after killing Twijukye Enid
did not point to a person
who could not appreciate
what
he was doing. Moreover,
the evidence of depression
that he had presented to
the court did not relate to
the date and period when
Twijukye Enid was killed.
Therefore, he found the
three suspects guilty of
murder and convicted
them. He sentenced
them
to
35
years’
imprisonment.
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PPDA PROCUREMENT
MANAGER,
NABBENGO DIANA
LUUTU CONVICTED
OF MURDER
By Jacquelyn Okui
Ms.
Nabbengo
Diana
Luutu,
a
former
procurement manager in
the Public Procurement
and Disposal of Assets
Authority
(PPDA)
was
convicted of murder by
the High Court at Kampala
in April 2020.
She
was
indicted
for
murder
in
2016.
The
Director
of
Public
Prosecutions alleged that
on 24 August 2016, Ms.
Nabbengo
Diana
with
malice
aforethought
unlawfully
killed
her
husband, Mr. Musaasizi
Hannington. That on 24
August 2016 at about 12:00
pm, Ms. Nabbengo Diana
returned home from work
and had lunch with her
family
including
her
husband. Thereafter, she
sent their maid with their
two children to buy a
birthday cake for one of
the children.
When the maid and the
children returned, they
found
Ms.
Nabbengo
Diana at the gate. She
ushered
them
inside,
locked the gate and left.
They entered the house
and found Mr. Musaasizi
Hannington
on
the
kitchen floor with a stab
wound on his chest. Ms.
Nabbengo Diana returned.

She called her sister in law
and
they
took
Mr.
Musaasizi to the hospital
where he died.
The case was prosecuted
by Ms. Fatina Nakafeero,
Ag.
Principal
State
Attorney. The prosecution
adduced
circumstantial
evidence which the court
relied on to convict Ms.
Diana Nabbengo. First, Ms.
Nabbengo Diana was left
by the maid and their
children at home alone
with
her
husband,
in
anormal
state
shortly
before her husband was
found injured on the
kitchen floor. Second, Mr.
Hannington Musaasizi on
his death bed identified
Ms. Nabbengo Diana, his
wife, as the person who
injured him.
Third,
Ms.
Nabbengo
Diana’s conduct after the
commission of the offense
was not of an innocent
person; she left home
immediately
after
her
husband was injured, she
hesitated to report the
matter to the police, and
she attempted to clean
the blood in the house
before the police could
visit the crime scene.
Fourth,
Ms.
Nabbengo
Diana told lies; that she
spent the whole day in her
office and that she found
her
mentally
unstable
maid at home with her
husband
injured.
The
prosecution adduced.

evidence of the maid, the
cake
vendor
and
the
receipt of the purchased
cake to prove that Ms.
Diana Nabbengo sent the
maid with her children to
buy a cake and remained
with her husband in the
house at about 3:00 pm
when he was injured. In
addition, the prosecution
adduced
medical
evidence to prove that the
maid was in a normal
mental state.
Being satisfied with the
evidence
of
the
prosecution, the Hon. Lady
Judge Jane Frances Abodo
disregarded Ms. Nabbengo
Diana’s alibi that she was
at her place of work in
PPDA up to 7:00 pm only
to
find
her
husband
bleeding profusely. The
Hon. Judge found her
guilty and convicted her.
She then sentenced her
to a custodial sentence
of 23 years, 9 months
and 3 days.
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JOHN KASHAKA
MUHANGUZI DENIED
BAIL
PENDING APPEAL
Supreme Court
overturned its ruling
in Arvind Patel
By Kawooya Nicholas
&
Ms. Namatovu Josephine
In the bail application of
Mr.
John
Kashaka
Muhanguzi (the former PS
Ministry
of
Local
Governments), the ODPP
objected to the applicant’s
release culminating in the
development
of
the
country’s jurisprudence on
bail pending appeal in
financial crimes. Courts
had for a long time relied

on the grounds that were
set out in an earlier
Supreme Court ruling in
Arvind Patel Vs. Uganda
that made the grant of
bail pending appeal much
easier as compared to bail
pending trial.

those applying to bail
pending trial and must
be
exceptional
and
unusual to warrant bail
since the applicant is no
longer wholly shielded by
the
presumption
of
innocence .

Relying on the principles
in Arvid Patel, Mr. Kashaka
sought to be released on
bail pending the disposal
of his second appeal on
the
ground
that
the
offence
of
causing
financial loss with which
he had been convicted did
not
involve
personal
violence.
However,
the
Supreme
Court
overturned
its
earlier
decision in Arvind Patel
and
ruled
that
the
principles which apply to
bail pending appeal are
more stringent than

Court
agreed
with
submissions by the state
represented by Ms. Harriet
Angom, a Senior State
Attorney at ACD, that
absence
of
personal
violence should not be a
ground for bail pending
appeal in financial crimes
and ruled that, “in matters
of causing financial loss to
government, consideration
should be the extent of the
loss to the taxpayer and
the potential implication
for
the
country’s
development.”

PROMOTING CHILD FRIENDLY PROCEDURES WITHIN
THE OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
PROSECUTIONS
The Office of the Director
of
Public
Prosecutions
(ODPP), Uganda derives its
mandate from Article 120
of the Constitution of the
Republic of Uganda, 1995.
Among the cardinal roles
of the ODPP, is to institute
criminal
proceedings
against any person or
authority in any court with
competent
jurisdiction
other
than
the
court
martial
and
to
direct
police investigations in
criminal matters.
In the course of doing
their work, prosecutors in
the Office of the DPP
encounter

children who come into
contact with the law as
child victims of crime,
child witnesses to the
crime, and children in
conflict
with
the
law
(juvenile offenders).
It
is
the
duty
of
Prosecutors, to prepare
Child
Victims
and
Witnesses to be heard in
judicial
proceedings
in
which they are involved.
Witness
preparation
involves
interviewing
them,
refreshing
their
memories in regard to the
statements they recorded

at police, ensuring that
they
know
what
is
expected of them in court,
leading the evidence of
the victim or witness in
court, among others.
While
handling
child
related cases, Prosecutors
in the ODPP encounter
various challenges, one of
them being the lack of
special,
child
friendly
spaces at the offices for
preparation of children for
court.
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There is also lack of special
waiting rooms at court
which often results in the
victims interfacing with
the
accused
persons
before the hearing. This
creates trauma and affects
the child’s testimony in
court and may also lead
into the family of the
accused talking the victim
(and his or her family) into
disappearing
and
not
testifying in court, which
has often been the case.
The ordinary court system
is
not
designed
to
accommodate
children
who come into contact
with the law and yet in
reality majority of the
cases
handled
involve
children. However, where
this happens, international
law
and
practice
has
emphasized promotion of
child friendly procedures
in the justice system.
A child who comes into
contact with the law, as a
victim of crime, witness of
crime or those in conflict
with the law, are supposed
to be treated with dignity,
and
respect.
Various
international instruments
and guidelines which
among others include, The
United Nations Declaration
of the Rights of the Child
(1959), the United Nations
Convention on the Rights
of the Child (1989), African
Charter on the Rights and
Welfare of the Child (1990),
require that in handling
cases
which
involve
children, the child’s best
interests should be a
primary consideration and
they

should be treated in
child friendly manner.

a

The Guidelines of the
Committee of Ministers of
the Council of Europe on
child-friendly
justice
(2010),
define
“childfriendly justice” as “justice
systems which guarantee
the
respect
and
the
effective implementation
of all children’s rights at
the
highest
attainable
level. It is, in particular,
justice that is accessible,
age appropriate, speedy,
diligent, adapted to and
focused on the needs and
rights
of
the
child,
respecting the rights of
the child including the
rights to due process, to
participate
in
and
to
understand
the
proceedings, to
respect for private and
family life and to integrity
and dignity”
It should be noted that the
bulk of cases handled are
defilements
(Aggravated
defilements meted against
children below 14 years
and defilements where
children are above 14 years
but below 18 years). Some
of the victims are aged 2
years.
In
this
regard,
promoting child friendly
justice in Uganda requires
concerted effort of the key
players in the child Justice
System.
On its part, the ODPP
embarked on putting in
place measures geared
towards entrenching child
friendly procedures and
practices in its work. As
part of its efforts, the

Children's room, Masaka
Regional Office

Children's room, 11th
Floor Workers House
ODPP
established
a
children’s room at its head
office. This initiative was
made possible through our
partnership
with
and
support from Children at
Risk
Action
Network
(CRANE). The first ever
children’s room which was
designed and tooled by
CRANE
was
officially
launched on the 29th of
August 2018.
Since then a childrens'
rooms
have
been
established at Mubende,
Masaka and most recently
Lira Regional offices. The
ODPP
appreciates
the
support by JLOS and Crane
in
establishing
these
rooms. It is envisaged that
time allowing the said
rooms shall be established
at all the ODPP regional
offices.
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Child-friendly space in Lira completed in June 2020.

By Ms. Anna Kiiza, Ms. Sherifa Nalwanga &
Ms. Emily Mutuzo Sendaula
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ANTI-CORRUPTION ACTORS NEED TO ENGAGE THE
PUBLIC MORE FREQUENTLY AND MEANINGFULLY
Put yourself in the shoes of
an ordinary person who
has a case of corruption to
report in today’s Uganda.
How do they know how to
proceed? They are asking
themselves, “do I go to the
IGG or to Lt. Col. Nakalema
at the State House AntiCorruption Unit? What is
the difference between
the two?” Imagine an
instance where a number
of people are arrested for a
corruption offence but one
of them, probably the
bigger fish, is released.
How does an ordinary
Ugandan know why that
happened? Or do they
have to reach their own
conclusions like,
“he was let off the hook!”
For technocrats working to
combat corruption, the
questions in the ordinary
Ugandan mind may have
easy answers, “We didn’t
have enough evidence to
convict the bigger fish,” for
example. Or, “you can go
to either the Inspectorate
of Government or the
State
House
AntiCorruption
Unit.
The
offender will face trial at
the same Anti-Corruption
Court
either
way.”
Processes and channels for
whistleblowing are clear to
those involved in the fight,
as are justifications for our
actions, our achievements,
what challenges we still
face.

They are not at all clear to
the public; as we learnt in
June 2019 when anticorruption actors hosted a
public
dialogue
with
support
from
Strengthening
Uganda
Government
Anticorruption
Response
Technical Advisory Facility
(SUGAR-TAF).
As
a
collective, the watchdog
institutions
faced
members of civil society
and the public. After a few
speeches, we opened up
to
the
plenary
where
anyone
could
ask
a
question.
Plenary turned out to be
the
most
eye-opening
segment.
We
had
allocated one hour to it
but so many hands shot
up with questions, that we
suggested people write
some down instead.
Anti-corruption
technocrats
were
answering questions from
the public even during
break time. It was such a
rare opportunity for people
to express themselves on
our work. It was clear that
people don't know how
the systems work and we,
the
technocrats,
don't
regularly come out to
explain them. There is a
big
unmet
need
for
information in the public. I
don’t even know if the
half-day event did justice.

Previously, the Justice, Law
and Order Sector (JLOS)
used to hold open days at
the Anti-Corruption Court
but over time, even though
members of the public
were invited, they didn’t
show up in large numbers
and we ended up talking
to ourselves. Actors have
also tried other public
engagements
like
the
Anti-Corruption
walk.
Sometimes, you may also
have an entity like the
Ministry of Finance doing
an exhibition at Kololo
grounds.
What
was
different at the dialogue is
the focus on a single issue
of public interest (unlike
an exhibition) and deep
engagement for members
of the public. At a walk,
people don’t get to ask
technocrats questions, for
example.
If it were up to me, we
would do these deep
engagements
quarterly
and perhaps even outside
Kampala. We need to
really
open
up,
be
transparent
and
also
actually listen to people’s
feedback and questions
about
Anti-Corruption
work. In these sessions we
would, for example, take a
particular case of interest
to the public and dissect
it. Why did we make the
decisions we made about
it?
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How does the public feel about the outcome? Real, deep engagement. Otherwise, right
now, people feel disconnected from the fight against corruption. It’s “those elite people
who steal government [not our] money. Let them prosecute themselves.”

By Irene Nakimbugwe

ODPP ACTIVITIES
BIDDING
FAREWELL TO THE UNDERSECRETARY
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The Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions (ODPP) bade farewell to the
Undersecretary, Mr. Samuel Senyonga Kyambadde (SSK) on 26 June 2020. Mr.
Kyambadde worked in the ODPP for 8 years in two capacities. First, as the Principal
Assistant Secretary (PAS), was posted to Ministry of Health and then came back to ODPP
as the Undersecretary.
Mr. Kyambadde was the glue between State Attorneys and the Administrative staff. He
contributed towards the training of staff and development of upcountry stations.
By Irene Nakimbugwe

VISIT TO
ODPP BY DR. ROSWITHA KREMSER AND DR. KAFKA
KERSCHBAUMER OF THE COORDINATION
OFFICE FOR DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION OF THE AUSTRIAN
EMBASSY

Dr. Roswitha Kremser and Dr. Kafka Kerschbaumer of the Coordination Office for
Development Cooperation of the Austrian Embassy, Kampala paid a courtesy call to
the Director of Public Prosecutions (DPP) on 25 May 2020. They congratulated the DPP
upon her appointment. Austria is chair of the Justice Law and Order Sector (JLOS) this
year, and they pledged close cooperation with the Office of the Director of Public
Prosecutions (ODPP). They raised issues of breach of the 48-hour rule, overstay of
prisoners on remand before their cases are heard, torture and abuse of other human
rights, the rise in the number of domestic violence/SGBV cases,
and case backlog.
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They thanked the ODPP for having a clear and timely COVID-19 response.The meeting
was also attended by Mr. Vincent Wagona, the Deputy DPP, Directorate of
Management and Support Services and Ms. Alice Komuhangi Khaukha, Deputy DPP,
Directorate of Inspections, Quality Assurance, Research and Training, Research and
Quality Assurance.
By David Bisamunyu Josip

DEPUTY DPP MS ALICE KOMUHANGI KHAUKHA RECEIVES A
GOVERNANCE IMPACT AWARD
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Ms. Alice Komuhangi Khaukha, the Deputy Director of Public Prosecutions,
Inspections, Quality Assurance, Research and Training received the Governance
Impact Award awarded by Vine Academy. This was during the Annual Vine Awards
Ceremony, 2020 which was held online due to the COVID-19 pandemic on 7 June
2020.
The award was later presented to her in the Office of the Director of Public
Prosecutions on 10th June 2020, by Mr. Ronnie Habasa, C.E.O, Vine Academy. The Vine
Awards are awards to recognize and reward Christians who are extraordinarily
impacting their spheres of influence. She was congratulated for the well-deserved
award.
By Jacquelyn Okui
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VISION
A crime free society.”
MISSION
To handle and prosecute criminal cases in a just, effective
and efficient manner.”
GOAL

Its goal is to handle and prosecute criminal cases in
the whole country.
MANDATE
The constitutional mandate of the ODPP is to
prosecute all criminal cases in any court in Uganda except the court martial,
and to direct police to investigate information of a criminal nature.

OUR PARTNERS
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